
Genesis 50:15-21(ESV) 
15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father 
was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will 
hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we 
did to him.” 16 So they sent a message to 
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 
command before he died: 17 ‘Say to Joseph, 
“Please forgive the transgression of your 
brothers and their sin, because they did evil to 
you.”’ And now, please forgive the 
transgression of the servants of the God of 
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to 
him. 18 His brothers also came and fell down 
before him and said, “Behold, we are your 
servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not 
fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, 
you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 
good, to bring it about that many people should 
be kept alive, as they are today. 21 So do not 
fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” 
Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to 
them. 
 
Romans 14:1-12 (ESV) 
14 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome 
him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2 One 
person believes he may eat anything, while the 
weak person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the 
one who eats despise the one who abstains, 
and let not the one who abstains pass 
judgment on the one who eats, for God has 
welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass judgment 
on the servant of another? It is before his own 
master that he stands or falls. And he will be 
upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
5 One person esteems one day as better than 
another, while another esteems all days alike. 
Each one should be fully convinced in his own 
mind. 6 The one who observes the day, 
observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who 
eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives 
thanks to God, while the one who abstains, 
abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks 
to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and 
none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we 
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 
Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we 
die, we are the Lord's. 9 For to this end Christ 
died and lived again, that he might be Lord 

both of the dead and of the living. 10 Why do 
you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, 
why do you despise your brother? For we will 
all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11 for 
it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me,  and every tongue shall 
confess to God.” 12 So then each of us will give 
an account of himself to God. 
 
Matthew 18:21-35 (ESV) 
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, 
how often will my brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him? As many as seven times?” 
22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven 
times, but seventy-seven times. 23 “Therefore 
the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was 
brought to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his 
master ordered him to be sold, with his wife 
and children and all that he had, and payment 
to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, 
imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for 
him, the master of that servant released him 
and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that 
same servant went out, he found one of his 
fellow servants who owed him a hundred 
denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke 
him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his 
fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 
30 He refused and went and put him in prison 
until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow 
servants saw what had taken place, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and reported 
to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then 
his master summoned him and said to him, 
‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. 33 And should 
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, 
as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his 
master delivered him to the jailers, until he 
should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly 
Father will do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother from your heart.” 
 
 





September 17, 2017 
15th Sunday After Pentecost 

Zion Lutheran Church, 17927 Dice Road, Hemlock, MI  48626 
 www.zionhemlock.org ~ Church Office 642-5909 ~ Pastor Cell 989-964-8722  

  
In the Name of Jesus    

Theme of the Day ~ Forgiving as the Lord Forgives Us.  In settling His accounts 
with us, our Lord acts not with anger, but with compassion. He does not imprison 
us as we deserve, but He forgives all our debts and releases us (Matt. 18:23–
27). Therefore, our Lord bids each of us to have “mercy on your fellow servant” 
and “forgive your brother from your heart” (Matt. 18:33, 35). By the Lord’s 
forgiveness of our sins, we are free to forgive those who sin against us, because 
He has been handed over to the jailers in our stead and He has paid our entire 
debt with His lifeblood. Whether we live or die, we “are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8). 
Since we all will “stand before the judgment seat of God,” we are not to despise 
our brother (Rom. 14:10), but gladly forgive him. By the grace of God, our 
brother also “will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand” (Rom. 14:4). 
Though we daily sin against each other, the Lord intends “to bring it about that 
many people should be kept alive” (Gen. 50:20). Jesus speaks kindly by His 
Gospel and promises: “I will provide for you and your little ones” (Gen. 50:21). 
  
ORDER OF SERVICE Setting Four    p. 203 

OPENING HYMN “Holy Spirit, Light Divine” 496 

SERMON HYMN “I Leave All Things to God’s Direction” 719 

SERMON “A Christian Place to Sit” Genesis 50:15-21 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  “Today, Your Mercy Calls Us 915 
 “I Come, O Savior, To Thy Table” 618 
 “What God Ordains is Always Good” 760 
 “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing” 643 

CLOSING HYMN “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”  816 

 
Pastor  Paul Hauser       
Organist    Tami Mosher 
Elders  Frank Yell & Marc Pinet    
A/V Mark Richardson 
Acolytes   Mckenna Kumar 
Ushers      Paul Bohn, Roger Kade, Dale Rohde 
Greeters Bud & Millie Parker 
Altar Guild Troy and Michelle Beyersdorf 

http://www.zionhemlock.org/


Our Measure of Love and Gifts 
Attendance last week –106 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $3,856 ~ Received 
for the Lord’s Work $4,523 = Loose Plate $98, Envelopes $3,645 Mission $277, 
Maintenance $503; Cap Prj. $25.  

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: Sep 22- Gary Frost, 
Lisa Spangler, Cindy Thom; Sep 24- Dale Thom; Sep 26- Ellie Beyersdorf; Sep 27- 
Julie Hagarty; Sep 28- Carol Dietrich (her 80th).  

Today’s Memory Verse ~ “Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose 
sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not count against him 
and in whose spirit is no deceit.” Psalm 32:1-2  

Bible Study Groups continue Wednesdays, at 10:30 am until noon and Amen’s 
group  meets on Thursdays (except the 2nd Thursday) from 6:30-8 pm. Confirmation 
Classes continue at 11:00 am – 1:00 pm. 

Library Books ~ Approved by the trustees, we are cleaning out the former day 
school library.  There are shelves of children’s books that never get used, so we will 
offer them to people who may want them. There are some adult resources as well. 
Congregation members may come and take whatever books or other materials they 
wish today  following the church service until noon. We will then contact area 
churches and schools in our circuit who may want them.  The remaining books will 
then be taken to a recycling facility. Please bring your own bags/boxes. See Linda 
Laurenz with questions.  

Heirs of the Reformation Hymn Festival will be held Sunday, October 1 at 4pm at 
Grace Lutheran Church 303 Ruth Street, Auburn. Come celebrate the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation with familiar hymns written by Martin Luther.  
 
Ready. Set. Prepare. The Valley Lutheran High School Foundation presents: 
Contingency Notebook Workshop, presented by Sue Nunn on Tuesday, October 
10, 6:00 - 8:30pm at Valley Lutheran High School in the Resource Center. Do you 
have a “contingency notebook?”  Perhaps you do, but call it by another 
name.  Maybe it is your “emergency file” or your “crisis notebook.”  A contingency 
notebook is a three-ring binder containing all the information a loved one or personal 
representative needs to know should you become seriously incapacitated or 
die.  Those who bear responsibility for your affairs need the relevant material 
immediately. Your up-to-date contingency notebook can make all the difference.  A 
light supper will be served. Please register by contacting Krista Flory at 989-790-
1676 or kflory@vlhs.com by October 3.  Seating is limited. 

LWML Fall Rally will be held Saturday, October 7 beginning at 8:30 am at Faith 
Lutheran Church, 4241 Williamson Rd. Bridgeport. Guest speaker Jen Bagnell from 
the Lutheran Heritage Foundation. Ingathering of School kits for Lutheran World 
Relief. Registration $6.  
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